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28 MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATORS FROM 11 U.S. STATES, CROATIA & POLAND RECEIVE COVETED LERNER FELLOWSHIPS  

THE JEWISH FOUNDATION FOR THE RIGHTEOUS PROVIDES EDUCATORS WITH INSTRUCTION ON TEACHING HOLOCAUST EDUCATION TO THEIR STUDENTS


NEW YORK – The Jewish Foundation for the Righteous (JFR) has selected 28 middle and high school teachers from 11 states, Croatia and Poland as 2016 Alfred Lerner Fellows to delve into the complex history of the Holocaust as well as discuss new teaching techniques for introducing the subject of the Holocaust into their classrooms. The Summer Institute, an intensive five-day course, was held at Columbia University from June 26th through June 30th.

The program is a high-level, intensive academic seminar in which participants are exposed to Holocaust survivors such as Roman Kent, who is also the JFR’s president, and to noted Holocaust scholars including: Volker Berghahn, Doris Bergen, Jeffrey Burds, Lawrence Douglas, Henry Feingold, Peter Hayes, Michael Marrus, Avinoam Patt, Alan Steinweis and Alexandra Zapruder. It is designed to allow participants to meet in small groups following each lecture, address the specific aspect of the Holocaust that is presented, share teaching concepts, and develop approaches to introducing the subject matter to their students. 


Teachers selected for the program must be English or social studies teachers at the middle or high school level, have taught at least five years, are at least five years from retirement and currently teach the Holocaust in their classroom.

Participants each come from a region of the country where the JFR operates a Holocaust Centers of Excellence in conjunction with a local Holocaust museum or center. International educators were first invited to join the seminar in 2001 at the request of the U.S. State Department. 
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“Holocaust education is mandated in today’s public school curriculums, but there is often a void in resources available to teachers to implement the lessons in their classrooms,” said JFR Executive Vice President Stanlee Stahl. “We designed the Lerner Fellows program to help educators learn the history of the Holocaust so they can present it in a more meaningful and insightful way to their students when they return to their schools.” 


The 2016 Lerner Fellows are:

· Robert Dannenfelser of the Baltimore Jewish Council, in Baltimore, MD
· Marc Belanger of the Cohen Center for Holocaust Studies/Keene State College, in Raymond, NH
· Pamela Moskal of the Cohen Center for Holocaust Studies/Keene State College, in Raymond, NH
· Shalini Sarkar of the Holocaust Museum Houston, in Houston, TX 
· Michelle Eddleston of the Center for Holocaust, Human Rights and Genocide at Brookdale Community College, in Homdel, NJ
· Tawny Anderson of inSight Through Education, in Palm Beach, FL
· Bradd Weinberg of inSight Through Education, in Palm Beach, FL
· Krystal Lamb of inSight Through Education, in Palm Beach, FL
· Angela Gottesburen of the Midwest Center for Holocaust Education, in Overland Park, KS
· Frank Stebbins of the Kean University Holocaust Resource Center, in Colonia, NJ
· Gene Woods of the Kean University Holocaust Resource Center, in Colonia, NJ
· Sarah Thomas of the Holocaust Center for Humanity, in Seattle, WA
· Bonnie Powell of the Florida Holocaust Museum, in St. Petersburg, FL
· Sandra Mermelstein of the Florida Holocaust Museum, in St. Petersburg, FL
· Jennifer Myers of the South Carolina Council on the Holocaust, in Greer, SC
· Donna Martin of the South Carolina Council on the Holocaust, in Greer, SC
· Lucy Thrasher of the Birmingham Holocaust Education Center, in Birmingham, AL
· Steven Benton of the Birmingham Holocaust Education Center, in Birmingham, AL

· Jane Haithcock of the Birmingham Holocaust Education Center, in Birmingham, AL

· Rick Zimmerman of the Center for Holocaust and Humanity Education, in Cincinnati, OH
· Kristin Rutter of the Center for Holocaust and Humanity Education, in Cincinnati, OH
· Kimberle Bruckno Moore
of the Sara & Sam Schoffer Holocaust Resource Center at Stockton University, in Galloway, NJ
· Kelsey Shockley of the Sara & Sam Schoffer Holocaust Resource Center at Stockton University, in Galloway, NJ
· Agnieszka
Poplawska of Poland/ State Department
· Lilla Winiarska-Mancini of Poland/ State Department
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· Monika Kurpiewska of Poland/ State Department
· Ana Lipic of Croatia/ State Department
· Tomislav Vukovic of Croatia/ State Department
The Fellowship program is named in memory of Alfred Lerner, the founding chairman and chief executive officer of MBNA Corporation, who died in October of 2002. Lerner was a long-time advisor and supporter of JFR programs and activities. His deep commitment to the work of JFR and in particular to his special interest in the field of Holocaust education, led to the seminar being endowed in his name.
 In conjunction with the Fellowship program, the JFR awarded the 2016 Eduard Sonder Scholarship to Robert Dannenfelser of the Baltimore Jewish Council. Eduard Sonder, a Jewish German wine business owner, was killed during the Holocaust. Upon receiving payment from their grandfather’s life insurance policy, rather than keeping the funds, Kate Tarnofsky and Johanna Stark, sisters from West Orange, NJ, determined that it was best to continue Holocaust education teacher training by endowing a scholarship enabling a teacher to attend the JFR program at Columbia University.

“Robert is one of our exceptional educators who has proven his outstanding commitment to teaching the Holocaust throughout his career,” said Kent. “By participating in the Summer Institute, we are confident that he and all our Lerner Fellows will be able to enhance their classroom experience so that the next generation will be more responsive and moved by the lessons of this period in world history.”   

The JFR provides monthly financial assistance to more than 440 aged and needy Righteous Gentiles, living in 20 countries. Since its founding, the JFR has provided more than $37 million to aged and needy rescuers—helping to repay a debt of gratitude on behalf of the Jewish people to these noble men and women. Its Holocaust teacher education program has become a standard for teaching the history of the Holocaust and educating teachers and students about the significance of the Righteous as moral and ethical exemplars. Visit www.JFR.org. 
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