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JEWISH FOUNDATION FOR THE RIGHTEOUS TO PRESENT ALABAMA 
TEACHER WITH PRESTIGIOUS HOLOCAUST EDUCATION AWARD 
 

NEW YORK – The Jewish Foundation for the Righteous (JFR) will 

present the Robert I. Goldman Award for Excellence in Holocaust Education to 

Michael Gadilhe, a social studies teacher from John Carroll Catholic High 

School in Birmingham, AL, at its annual dinner on Mon., Nov. 28 at The New 

York Public Library in Manhattan. 

The JFR has selected Gadilhe as the recipient of the 2016 Goldman 

Award because of his outstanding commitment to teaching the Holocaust in his 

community.  

 “We are privileged to honor such exceptional educators each year, and 

especially proud to present this year’s award to Michael Gadilhe for his 

outstanding work in teaching the Holocaust ” said JFR Executive Vice President 

Stanlee Stahl. 

 

 



“As a teacher, Gadilhe has made it his life's work to teach the human experience of the 

Holocaust. He develops the story of the Holocaust through the social, political and human 

experience which serves as the foundation for protecting human dignity. His sense of obligation 

to keep the story alive as time seeks to erase its memory, fuels his passion for his subject and is 

delivered everyday through the lives of the students he teaches and the stories of those lost in the 

Holocaust,” added John Carroll Catholic High School Principal Charles McGrath.  

Gadilhe was first introduced to The Jewish Foundation for the Righteous by the 

Birmingham Holocaust Education Center who sponsored his attending both the JFR’s Summer 

Institute in 2015 and the Advanced Seminar earlier this year. Both programs are intensive 

academic seminar for middle and high school teachers who’s curriculum includes or focuses on 

teaching about the holocaust.  

Gadilhe has been teaching for over 25 years. He currently lives in Birmingham, AL.   

Goldman, for whom the award is named, was one of the founding trustees of the JFR.  A 

beloved and respected leader of the organization, Goldman was its vice chair and led its education 

committee until his death in 1998.  In tribute to his commitment to Holocaust education, 

particularly to teaching about rescue, the JFR established the award in his memory. 

As it moves forward, the JFR continues its work of providing monthly financial assistance 

to more than 425 aged and needy Righteous Gentiles, living in 20 countries. Since its founding, 

the JFR has provided more than $37 million to aged and needy rescuers—helping to repay a debt 

of gratitude on behalf of the Jewish people to these noble men and women. Its Holocaust teacher 

education program has become a standard for teaching the history of the Holocaust and educating 

teachers and students about the significance of the Righteous as moral and ethical exemplars. 

Visit www.JFR.org. 

 


